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is so great that the very lowest value it is permissible
to assign to it is such as to require aid from illustra-
tions in order that we may form any adequate con-
ception of it. In short, we think of this law as
perfectly general as regards space; as irrespective
altogether of locality. May it not be possible that
the personality which we ought to attribute to the
First Cause is something equally exempt from the
limitations of locality ?

I have mentioned one way in which the idea of
design may be evaded, but there is another which
ought not to be passed by without notice, though the
progress of science leads us to discard it. In treating
of design, Paley supposes the case of a man walking
on a heath, and finding a stone and asking himself
how it came to be there. The idea might possibly
occur to him that it had always been there; that
having been there from a past eternity its presence
need not be accounted for. He contrasts with this
the case of a man similarly meeting with a watch.
In this case, as he says, the plain indication of design
precludes the idea that it had lain there for ever.
The two ideas, on the one hand of design, on the
other of continuance from a past eternity, seem to be
incompatible. But it is conceivable that with refer-
ence to something in nature which seems to indicate
design, the idea might be formed that it had been
so from a past eternity. Suppose a man to know